Results of Richelieu s Administration    349

were wedged. The endeavour was indeed made,
and it resulted in the French holding Lorraine
during a considerable part of the reign of Louis
XIV., while its dukes wandered about Europe,
taking part as princely condottieri in wars to which
they could contribute little but their names and
their ability as soldiers. Though Lorraine did not
become formally a part of France until 1766, prac-
tically it had long been French.

Thus we may fairly look upon Richelieu's admin-
istration as the beginning of the hegemony which
France exercised over Western Europe for almost
two centuries. Her military power was increased
by the Revolution and by the genius of Napoleon,
but Richelieu can be regarded as one who took
part, and not an unimportant part, in making
France the great military power of Western Europe.
This was the object he most desired. No French
statesman before him had so clearly marked out
this policy, and none after him pursued a more
sagacious course in order to accomplish that result.

France owed much to the adroitness, the good
judgment, and the unwearied perseverance of Ma-
zarin. In the qualities of a diplomat he was not
inferior to his predecessor, and he was served by far
abler soldiers. But if Richelieu was not in all re-
spects superior to Mazarin, he was a man of more
original mind, as well as of more commanding char-
acter, and the credit of shaping the policy by which
France became the first of European powers, must,
in large degree, be awarded to the iron Cardinal.

The administration of Richelieu was not a perioden exercised bybeden he was killed at the siege of Orbitello. His his testament ami the Loire became
